A R T I C L E I N F O E D I T O R I A L
It should be mentioned that dedicated colleagues from Hungary, considerably contributed to the development of laboratory medicine. There were several scientists and practicing physicians in the early 20th century whose work established valuable clinical laboratory methods that are in general use even today. Some of them are listed below.
Sándor Korányi (1855 Korányi ( -1944 , an outstanding clinician, introduced the technique of freezing point determination for the evaluation of urine osmolality, the first exact test for renal function that later provided the basis for osmometry. He and his colleagues also introduced a titration method for the measurement of gastric HCl. Kálmán Pándy (1868-1945) was an eminent neurologist who performed cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) analysis in his laboratory by his own hands. Once a bottle of phenol accidentally turned over and got mixed with a drop of CSF sample, Pándy noticed the development of an opalescent cloud. Based on this observation, he worked on optimizing the method for measuring the protein content of CSF and, finally, he established the 1:15 phenol dilution as a suitable test. Many senior colleagues may be also familiar with a glucose assay, the so called Somogyi-Nelson method. Mihály Somogyi (1883-1971) was one of the inventors reported the original test, which was later modified by Nelson. Somogyi also made seminal discoveries by describing the 'Somogyi-effect' a paradoxical situation of insulin-induced post-hypoglycemic hyperglycemia. Probably the best known Hungarian laboratorian is Lóránd Jendrassik . His name is linked to the discovery of the chemical reaction for serum bilirubin measurement; the so called 'Jendrassik-Gróf' method, that served for decades as the state-of-the-art bilirubin methodology worldwide. Even today, a modified form of, the Jendrassik method utilizing diazonium salt is used for the detection of bilirubin.
In 1946, the medical and health science workers established the joint Society for Pathologists (Kórbonctan in Hungarian) and Laboratory Specialists (Laboratóriumi Diagnosztika) and thus the Society was named KOLAB. This Society also included a Division for Experimental Medicine. During the next decades, the three areas diverged and the Hungarian Society of Laboratory Medicine evolved, which today counts over 450 members. The Society holds biennial meetings at variable locations. The 70-year old Society will hold its jubilee meeting on 25-27 August, 2016 in Szeged.
